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Pythagoras of Samos 

Greek Mathematician Pythagoras is considered by some to be one of the first 

great mathematicians. Living around 570 to 495 BC, in modern day Greece, he 

is known to have founded the Pythagorean cult, who were noted by Aristotle to 

be one of the first groups to actively study and advance mathematics. He is also 

commonly credited with the Pythagorean Theorem within trigonometry. 

However, some sources doubt that is was him who constructed the proof (Some 

attribute it to his students, or Baudhayana, who lived some 300 years earlier in 

India). Nonetheless, the effect of such, as with large portions of fundamental 

mathematics, is commonly felt today, with the theorem playing a large part in 

modern measurements and technological equipment, as well as being the base 

of a large portion of other areas and theorems in mathematics. But, unlike most 

ancient theories, it played a bearing on the development of geometry, as well as 

opening the door to the study of mathematics as a worthwhile endeavor. Thus, 

he could be called the founding father of modern mathematics. 

You can find out more about Pythagoras and his works HERE. 
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